The Mexican-American War
Declaration of War (0:00-15:16)

· Mr. Polk’s war was a war for land and designed to expand the border of the U.S. to the Pacific
· On April 25, 1846, more than 1,000 Mexican troops aimed at 63 American troops under Seth Gordon on the banks of the northern edge of the Rio Grande River
· The U.S. claimed the border between Mexico and Texas was at the Rio Grande River but the Mexicans claimed that the border was the Nueces River 150 miles north of the Rio Grande

· The skirmish killed 11 Americans and 52 were captured

· When Polk heard of the fight he asked Congress to declare war on Mexico for killing Americans on American soil

· Polk’s campaign for presidency promised to expand American lands. He also believed that God had intended America to reach from the Atlantic to the Pacific

· In February, 1845, the U.S agreed to annex Texas- at that point Mexico threatened to take back Texas by force

· 1,500 U.S. troops were sent to protect Mexico at Corpus Christi, which grew to 4,000 troops and was commanded by General Zachary Taylor

· Zachary Taylor was known as “Old Rough and Ready” because he was scruffy and didn’t look like anything more than a servant- but when push came to shove he was ready for action

· Polk attempted to purchase the Mexican land that he wanted by sending Slidell to negotiate

· In January, 1846, Mexican citizens learned that Slidell was there to deal for half of their lands and Mexicans were outraged. Slidell was sent home

· Once the negotiations failed, Polk moved troops into the disputed border land along the Rio Grande and built a fort there, Fort Texas

· Lt. Ulysses S. Grant, who was only 24 at the time, was at Fort Texas
· Polk’s goal was to bully Mexico into selling their land or to provoke them to take the first shot.  The provocation worked and Polk used the Mexican attack to justify war

· Polk accused that Mexicans came onto American territory and shed American blood

· Because Congress was so Patriotic, they went with Polk’s version of what happened and declared war on Mexico

· One week later Mexico attacked Fort Texas and they blocked Zachary Taylor from reinforcing Grant at Palo Alto

· Despite being outnumbered, the Americans had a new way of moving cannons called flying artillery, which horses pulled cannons quickly to the combat area

· By night the battle was over and the U.S. had 9 killed 44 wounded 2 missing, and the Mexicans had 200 killed and 400 wounded

· The second day of battle resulted in the Mexicans engaged in a full retreat

Mexico’s New Commander (15:16-17:45)
· On May 13, 1846, the U.S. Congress declared war on Mexico and the Mexican president decreed that it would defend itself against the U.S.
· The defeat at the Rio Grande hurt Mexican morale
· Polk again offered to buy California and New Mexico but the Mexicans were outraged

· Polk believed that with the early American victories, Mexico would agree to sell its lands

· Mexican troops lacked money and training and turned to Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna to defend Mexico (he was exiled on Cuba)

Battle of Monterrey (17:45-29:50)
· Santa Anna told Polk that he favored a treaty and not war, but it was only to gain passage of Santa Anna through an American naval blockade

· As soon as Santa Anna arrived in Vera Cruz, Mexico he immediately prepared for war  
· Santa Anna was once the president of Mexico. He was both hated and loved in Mexico. He was popular but at the same time some hated him as he became a dictator, lost Texas, and eventually was kicked out of Mexico and exiled to Cuba
· Americans from across the nation began enlisting to support the nation and get back at Mexico for killing Americans

· The U.S. remained in Matamoros for 3 months but many of the men died of dysentery (drinking bad water)

· Zachary Taylor soon learned that General Winfield Scott was taking his place (“Fuss and Feathers”).  The two greatly disliked one another

· Taylor found out that Polk himself had recalled Taylor

· The Battle of Monterrey soon occurred and it was disastrous for the Americans.  All that saved the U.S. at that battle was the American spirit

· On September 22, 1846, the uphill battle was fierce but the Americans truly believed that they could defeat Mexico and that they were like their ancestors fighting against the British

· Americans put eventually put their flag on Independence Hill

· Taylor allowed an 8 week ceasefire to allow the Mexicans to march back towards Mexico City

· This angered Polk greatly because he wanted Taylor to pursue them and defeat them once and for all 

Bloody Showdown in San Diego (29:50-35:43)
· As Taylor and Scott threatened Mexico south of the Rio Grande, Polk sent General Stephen W. Kearny towards Mexican held Santa Fe
· Kearny planned to bring 1,500 troops to Santa Fe and then on to California
· Polk sent military negotiators to speak with the Mexican settlers and the Indians in the Santa Fe who had not been pleased under Mexican control

· Kearny planned his assault on Santa Fe but the governor, Juan Armijo and on August 18, 1846 the Mexican’s left Santa Fe and turned it over to the Americans without a shot being fired

· Kearney next moved onto California where he expected another peaceful surrender

· On Kearny’s way to California he met up with Kit Carson, a well-known American scout who told him that California was peaceful and the Fremont had secured California and created the Bear Flag Republic

· Kearny sent much of his forces back to Mexico but soon learned that there was a lot of resistance and guerilla tactics in his future

· Kearny lost a significant number of troops in bloody fighting and hand to hand guerilla combat

Political Heat (35:43-37:31)
· Mexico hoped that Santa Anna could turn the war around for Mexico
· Polk assigned Scott to lead the Americans
· Santa Anna was also accused by his people of being unfit and a traitor

On the Verge of Victory (37:31-44:43)
· With 20,000 troops, Santa Anna moved north
· Taylor’s men were mostly volunteers
· U.S. troops at Agua Nueva brutally killed a cave full of Mexicans but were not punished because Taylor could not afford to lose any men

· February 23, 1847 the Battle of Buena Vista occurred

· Taylor found himself losing the battle for the first time of the war

· Just as the American army looked like it was going to lose, a special messenger arrived and told Santa Anna that a political revolution was occurring in Mexico City

· The ongoing Mexican Civil War in Mexico required that Santa Anna return to restore order and end the rebellion

· Santa Anna ended the fighting in Mexico City and begged the people to stand behind the Mexican army in its fight against the U.S

· The Battle of Buena Vista was the bloodiest of the entire war: 267 Americans died and 1,500 Mexicans died

· Some claimed that Americans did not really win the battle because Santa Anna stopped the American advance and returned to Mexico City

Bombardment of Vera Cruz (44:43-53:22)

· Polk never planned to take over Mexico City but attacked in order to convince the Mexicans to give him the land he wanted
· General Winfield Scott publicly spoke well of Polk but doubted his military plan
· The Americans planned an amphibious landing at Vera Cruz of 12,000 men
· At the mouth of harbor the Mexican Fortress El Castillo de Juan de Ulua was well fortified

· 80 American warships arrived and the governor of Vera Cruz never received reinforcements from Santa Anna due to the ongoing Civil War (Mexico was its own worst enemy)

· Winfield Scott’s men landed 3 miles from the fort and then took 3 weeks to set up siege lines behind the city and the fort

· Scott sent a message to the city to allow the free retreat of civilians but the Mexicans refused and replied that they would fight to the last person

· George B. McClellan commanded the cannons and the bombardment began

· American sailors also fired from the sea

· The bombardment took 3 days and nights and the city was seriously damaged

· On March 25, 1847 surrender negotiations began and on the 27th the Mexicans at Vera Cruz surrendered
· Many Mexicans and foreign civilians in Vera Cruz were killed and the city was devastated

Pride of Santa Anna (53:22-1.00:52)
· In late March, 1847, there was no end in sight for the war
· Polk had wanted a war but he wanted a short war in which Mexico would give up its land

· Democratic Senator Henry Clay was a fierce critic of Polk
· Zachary Taylor, the military hero, became the Whig candidate for president and the press and public supported him

· In April, 1847, Santa Anna turned his attention to Winfield Scott

· Cerro Gordo was an area of rolling hills 50 miles from Vera Cruz

· Scott began marching towards Mexico City and Santa Anna planned to defend the Mexican capital

· Santa Anna assembled 12,000 troops at Cerro Gordo

· Santa Anna fortified the hills of the Cerro Gordo but left one hill undefended

· The Lead Engineer, Robert E. Lee, discovered the weakness of the Mexican defense

· Overnight the Americans dragged their guns atop the undefended hill

· The battle began and the Americans fought valiantly.  Their position on top of the hill was a significant advantage

· 4,000 men defended their position for 4 hours against 14,000 Mexicans

· Santa Anna refused to recognize the American superiority despite his desperate retreat
San Patricio Brigade (1.00:52-1.10:37)
· Santa Anna returned to Mexico City with a battered army
· If Winfield Scott had pursued Santa Anna it probably would have ended the war but his army was also in shambles
· Scott rested in Puebla and planned.  Scott also sent Santa Anna an ultimatum from Polk: either sell the northern territories or defend Mexico City

· Again Santa Anna lied and said he would discuss peace in order to delay an attack and in order to prepare his defense of Mexico City. It delayed the attack for 3 months

· Scott could have taken one of three routes to Mexico City

· Santa Anna believed Scott would take the most direct route but in fact Scott took the long roundabout route and Santa Anna rushed to defend the opposite route (one with sharp almost impassable lava rock)

· Robert E. Lee planned a safe passage through the lava rock

· As Scott moved closer to the inner city- he faced a fortified convent

· When he got closer he realized the defenders was an Irish regiment in the Mexican army (San Patricios)- probably deserters from the American army but perhaps angry Irish Catholics who had been discriminated against in America

· As deserters of America, if captured they faced charges of treason and death

· When they ran out of ammunition the San Patricios and Mexicans surrendered (many of the San Patricios were hanged)
· Scott and Santa Anna agreed to an armistice to discuss peace

· In Mexico City, opinion was divided: some said it is silly to continue fighting and some said that they should fight until they won at least one battle

· Peace could not be reached yet
Castillo de Chapultepec (1.10:37-1.17:11)
· In 1847, the Castillo de Chapultepec was a fortress and a military training fort
· It was surrounded on all sides except one by still cliffs
· 750 Mexican soldiers and 80 cadets defended the imposing fort- but Scott believed that in order to capture Mexico City it had to be taken

· Early in the morning on September 12, 1847 the final battle began with cannon fire on the fort

· Mexican soldiers defended the fort throughout the night

· On the 13th the canon fire was more intense and Santa Anna didn’t send any reinforcements

· Scott ordered his men to climb the cliffs and the Mexican attention shifted to fighting the advancing Americans

· Scaling ladders were brought in and the Americans entered the fort and fought the Mexicans in the fort

· Legend is that 6 cadets refused to surrender and defended the castle to their deaths.  The last one alive grabbed a Mexican flag, wrapped himself in it, and jumped off the cliffs to his death.  Today statues at the Castillo commemorate the 6 boy heroes of Chapultepec

· The Americans hoisted their flag at the fort 

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1.17:11-1.22:03)
· When Winfield Scott rode into the Zocalo (central square) of Mexico City, Santa Anna and the entire army was gone
· The American’s arrived and hoisted the American flag over the Mexican capital- the people were furious
· Nicholas Trist arrived from America to discuss peace

· Some Congressmen wanted to annex all of Mexico but Polk did not see that as realistic

· Nobody in Mexico wanted to negotiate with America because they did not want to be blamed for giving away half of Mexico

· The Mexicans named Manuel de la Peña y Peña the interim president to negotiate with Trist

· Polk grew frustrated with Trist and ordered him back to Washington just as he was about to negotiate peace with Mexicans who were in good relations- Trist did not follow the order and stayed and negotiated peace in Mexico (without presidential authority)

· On February 2, 1848, Trist and Mexican officials signed a Treaty in Guadalupe Hidalgo. For $15 million the U.S. got the Mexican northern territories and a border at the Rio Grande

Conclusion (1.22:03-1.28:30)
· Polk achieved his hopes of Manifest Destiny and controlled sea to shining sea
· For the U.S., 30% of the men who fought died- it was the highest casualty rate of any American war
· Santa Anna lived out his life in exile in Jamaica and then came back to Mexico (he was named president of Mexico 11 different times)

· Polk did not run for re-election and died of cholera in 1849

· Zachary Taylor ran for president in 1848 and won but died of a stomach illness 2 years into his presidency

· Winfield Scott ran for president in 1852 but lost

· Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, and George McClellan played major roles in the U.S. Civil War

· Not much attention is paid to learning about the Mexican-American War despite its importance
· In the end, America invaded a smaller, weaker nation, and took what it wanted.  Had it not been for this war, America would not have had the wealth or land that it has today, but yet, we are reluctant to discuss the war because we are simply not proud of our aggression towards Mexico.  This is probably why we don’t discuss this war despite its significance
